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Dear St. Dismas Guild,  Greetings - -

     I am not Roman Catholic by upbringing. I did attend an Episcopalian Church in my 20’s and the practices are similar in many aspects, as you know. I have been attending the Catholic Mass with Fr. B. here for over a year and I like the service very much. This year, for Ash Wednesday, I fasted for the first time and it was a positive spiritual experience. Before Thanksgiving our group was visited by Bishop S. who was recently installed as Catholic Bishop and that was also a very significant event for me. 

     I don’t know what the future holds for me but I have done well by bringing the Catholic practices into my life and it has helped me with my personal struggles. I have been in an intensive treatment program for sex offenders for the last 2 years and it has been hard at times. Having help from the church such as what you have provided is a blessing.

     I believe very much that God wants us to look at our sins squarely and straight in the eye. At one time I did not believe in the concept of sin, but I have concluded since then that there is no other adequate way to describe the predicament I found myself in. I am probably unorthodox by many standards but I do believe by changing direction and facing my sins I am beginning to show God the reverence that belongs to Him for the awesome blessings He has bestowed upon me.

     I wrote this to let you know you can remove me from your newsletter mailing list. I will be paroling very soon.  Thank you for reading this and I encourage you to continue in your endeavors.  B.A.
     Dear BA, God’s grace is drawing you to the Mass and you are listening by attending. He is speaking to you when you hear the word proclaimed as He did to the men on the road to Emmaus 24:13-35. Continue to be open to the proclamation of the Word and your heart too will burn within you as He talks to you personally (verse 32) and then you will see His true presence in the breaking of the Bread (Eucharist). Your heart will burn with a desire to receive Him and He will give you the Strength to overcome the tag put on you as a sex-offender. It will not be an easy road for you but remember how difficult it was for Jesus. Read how He suffered in the Garden of Gethsemene. To do His Fathers will and go to the cross was not easy for Him either. Your cross is the same as everyone else’s, no matter how you lived your life, that is, dying to self and doing God’s will spelled out in His all-powerful Word. He loves you with an everlasting love. Receive His love every day of your life and you will find the peace that passes all understanding. Our prayers are with you.

Dear St. Dismas Guild,

    May the grace of Our Lord be with you all.  I’ve not written in some time but as always, the good thief guild has been close to my heart. It was through your gracious and swift response to my first letter which, through the informative materials you’d donated to me, I have now found my soul saved. I was in the hole. I was losing hope. I asked for information on the Catholic Church and now by the grace of God, I am happy to report that I am out of the hole, singing in the Catholic Chapel Choir at Mass and newly confirmed. I was able to take the Sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion and Confirmation on Easter Sunday.

    I am fervently serving God now, and it was all attributed to Our Lady’s Sacred Heart. I am a combat veteran of the Iraq War and had become detached in many ways. The most detrimental to my soul was a loss of compassion. Our Mother of Mercy has shown me that to feel compassion for all of God’s Creatures is to see through the eyes of Our Lord Jesus Christ. By praying the Rosary every day we are able to feel once again. Our hearts will heal if we do this. Thank you for pulling me out of the fire.  Sincerely, B.S.
    
     Dear B. S., God works in mysterious ways. When you were in ‘the hole’ you wrote that you were losing hope. But in that quiet, lonely time God was there with you.   Luke 5:16 tells us that Jesus “… would withdraw to deserted places to pray”.  Though it wasn’t your choice to withdraw to that solitary place, God knew it was what you needed at the time and it resulted in your entry into the Catholic church. 
    Most of us have never experienced what you did while in combat in the Iraq War. But there is someone who suffered greatly. Our Lady watched and suffered the intense pain and cruelty that was inflicted on her only Son. She was filled with sorrow but also compassion and forgiveness.  “Seeing his mother and the disciple whom He loved standing near her, Jesus said to His Mother, ‘Woman, this is your son.’ Then to the disciple He said, ‘This is your mother…’ “John 19:26-27.  She is your Mother now. Continue to pray the rosary every day. When you feel detached and lacking in compassion, meditate on her sorrows and the passion of Our Lord. Continually forgive everyone from your heart and forgive yourself. Then as you wrote, ‘our hearts will heal if we do this.’  
 
++++++++++

Dear St. Dismas Guild,

    I have been receiving your newsletter for some time now. Thank you. It is an amazing ray of light here in prison. I’ve noticed a few times people mention a Bible study, the Bread of Life Catholic Bible Study. May I join? Can I learn through your program? I’ve been trying to study the Bible all by myself but trying to apply it to my daily life just isn’t happening. So I’m lost but trying. Thank you for all that you do.  Sincerely, D.R.

 

     Dear D.R., For most of us, the study of scriptures can be a little overwhelming. The Bread of Life Catholic Bible Study makes it easier to read and understand key points of the Bible. It is based on the Readings for the Sunday Mass. It is a workbook that you can use by yourself or as a group study. You will be asked a question and be given a scripture to look up to find the answer. This will help you get familiar with the books of the Bible and understand how God is speaking to you through His Word.  Remember to read the scripture at the top of every lesson:  John 14:26, "The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will instruct you in everything, and remind you of all that I have told you." In doing this study it is very important for the person doing it that the Holy Spirit is their teacher. At the end of each week, there is a commentary and suggestions of how you can put the scriptures to use in your own life. 

     We are sending you a Bible, Bible Study, a Basic Catechism and a list of other books that are available. Through the study of the Bible, you will learn what God has planned for you through His Son Jesus and you will get to know and love Jesus in a more personal way. “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  

The Church’s Dedication for May 2018: The Blessed Virgin Mary.           Pope Frances Prayer Intention: Evangelization - The Mission of Laity - That the lay faithful may fulfill their specific mission, by responding with creativity to the challenges that face the world today.  
     During this month we also celebrate Mother’s Day.  I think about my mom and I am so grateful that she taught me about God the Father, his son Jesus and the Holy Spirit from the beginning of my life.  My mom had a special place in her heart for Mary, the mother of Jesus.  I really didn’t understand her love for Mary until I got older and realized that Mary was my mother also.  God gave us Mary to be our loving mother in heaven.  With the following words, Jesus’ mother becomes our mother too: “This is your mother…” (John 19:26-27)
     This is just one reason that the Catholic Church dedicates the entire month of May to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  She is everyone’s mother.  No matter what our relationship is with our mom on earth, if we are separated by death or circumstances, we can look to Mary as a role model for our families.  We can reach out to her and ask for her intercession at any time.  

By Fr. Richard Perozich
Question: "How can I fight off Satan's temptations of lust?" 

Answer:  Temptation offers a person pleasure and satisfaction on the physical level of pleasure and the psychological satisfaction in the mind. The object, teens (you did not specify boys girls or both) is important. The rewards of sex are physical pleasure, psychological components of humiliation, an imagined or real union with the person of the act or fantasy, domination, attempt to share in the life or innocence of the object of fantasy and many others. Once acted upon, these memories are lodged in the mind. They come up at our bidding, or when some sensory or psychological stimulus brings them from the memory into our consciousness.
    Once the baptized receives forgiveness from Jesus the penitent accepts it, the antidote to temptation remains in the person. Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved, but we have to fight sometimes for a long time. Our Savior will immediately come to our aid as our guardian angel and the Holy Spirit are already doing to fight against the pleasure and the temporary psychological fix offered.
     The problem is that we are divided. We desire the sin and all it offers; yet we desire Jesus too. Continue to fight to make Jesus your choice. Resist the devil and he will take flight.  The fight against the strong stimuli — temptations — is aided by the holistic approach of individual therapy, group therapy, medication to help the spirit dominate the body. The Eucharist, confession, prayer especially asking St. Joseph and St. Michael to intercede aid the soul to control the fleshly desires. 
     The fight will go on, but with Jesus, you have an ally that is stronger than your opponent. 

     "I will not reject anyone who comes to me. . . . (John 6:37, 40) 
     "Jesus has promised that everyone who is baptized into Him is also baptized into His Church. He rejects no one. This means that He has swept up your LIFE into this magnificent construction project..."  at Word Among Us - wau.org
     Yes, the Lord called me out of the darkness into His Wonderful Light and Church when I was 28 yrs. old. I was baptized and confirmed... washed completely clean of All my sins. For many years I had "survivors guilt" knowing All that was washed away; abortion, drugs, and alcohol, etc…  I could have easily ended up in jail or dead.  What a dark dark time indeed… 
     As a post abortive woman each Mother's Day brings about a set of mixed feelings. Joy and honor to have been given the opportunity to have/raise children in the faith and a grieving for my children I chose to abort out of ignorance.

     30 years later, there is a HEALING and Redemption story, and this is God's Story of Love and Mercy, His sacraments strengthen and sustain me to keep moving forward and receive Healing. If I can do it (by the grace of God) then so can you..
     My most recent Healing was the courage to tell my young adult children about All of this.  As hard as it was I finally feel free of it! “The Truth Will Make You Free!” John 8:32. I apologized for denying them other siblings (1/2 siblings). They patiently listened and loved me afterwards.  My daughter and I cried together for a while, my boys gave me serious hugs and then asked a few questions.  I pray that they are now able to process all of this without feeling resentment or harm by my actions.  One of my favorite verses - "I tell you, her sins--and they are many--have been Forgiven, so she has shown me much LOVE. But a person who is Forgiven little shows only little Love." Luke 7:47 
     WHY ARE YOU PRO LIFE? Write to us and tell us and we will consider featuring your answer in our next Newsletter.            

     We would like to share a New Resource with you…  If you would like to start a correspondence course on Anger Management, Parenting, or the 12-Step Program on Chemical Dependency or Adult Children of Alcoholics. 
     Write to CREATIVE OPTIONS, at P.O. Box 181409, Coronado, CA 92178.  Let them know which course you would like to participate in and they will put you on a waiting list and send you information as soon as they are able.
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